
 

Ipswich Borough Council Cemeteries 

Burial Information Leaflet for Families 
 

Understanding Your Burial Booking 

This leaflet provides essential guidance for 

families arranging a burial at one of our 

cemeteries. Please read carefully and retain for 

future reference. 

Grave Types & Regulations 

ZA Section & All Graves in The Lawn 

Cemetery – Lawn Style Graves 

• Lawn graves are designed for simplicity and 

uniformity. 

• No memorabilia of any kind is permitted. 

Items will be removed and stored for a 

maximum of 30 days. 

• Fencing, chippings, planting, ornaments, solar 

lights, wind chimes and decorative items are 

strictly prohibited and will be removed. 

ZB Section – Traditional Graves with Kerbsets 

• Kerbset graves allow for personalisation 

within the kerb boundary. 

• Items may be placed inside the kerbs, 

provided they are safe and respectful.  

Grave Depth & Future Use 

• All new graves are dug to 9 feet and can 

accommodate up to four burials. 

• This applies whether the grave is purchased 

as a single, double, or triple. 

• A single-purchase grave still allows for three 

additional burials or may be resold in future. 

Funeral Flowers 

• Funeral sprays are removed five weeks after 

burial. 

• If you wish to retain flowers longer, please 

contact the Cemeteries Office. 

• We cannot be held responsible for removal 

unless notified. 

 

Casket Requirements 

• Only wooden caskets with minimal metal 

hardware (handles, hinges, screws) are 

accepted. 

• Metal bar surrounds are not permitted. 

Prohibited Items in All Cemeteries 

To maintain safety and dignity, the following items 

are not permitted: 

• Glass/Ceramic items 

• Candles lit or unlit 

• Balloons 

• Alcohol or perishables 

Ground Conditions  

• Due to the nature of the ground, sinkage is 

common. Items may be temporarily removed 

to top up sinking graves. 

• If you prefer items not be moved or the grave 

soil replenished, please contact the 

Cemeteries Office. 

Grave Ownership & Communication 

• We can only discuss grave-related matters 

with the registered grave owner. 

• Please ensure ownership records are kept up 

to date. 

• We recommend there is more than one grave 

owner but do not allow more than three. 

Headstone Installation 

• Headstones are not recommended to be 

installed until 12 months after burial to allow 

for ground settlement. 

Turfing Schedule 

• Lawn Style Graves are turfed once the entire 

row is complete, typically in October. 

Contact the Cemeteries Office: 

Ipswich Borough Council – Cemeteries Office 

10 Cemetery Lane 

Ipswich 

Suffolk 

IP4 2TQ 

01473 433580 

bereavement.services@ipswich.gov.uk 

www.ipswichcemetery.co.uk  

Please note visits to the office are by 

appointment only.  

http://www.ipswichcemetery.co.uk/

